
January 23, 2013 
 
 
Dear President Obama: 
 
Congratulations on your election to your second term; I and my family are thrilled by 
your re-election and look forward to another four years of intelligence and pragmatism in 
the White House. I am writing you today to ask you to make climate change a critical 
priority for your second term. I greatly appreciate the important steps you took during 
your first term, including improving fuel efficiency standards and proposing standards for 
new power plants. 
 
Now is the time that we must give everything we can to reduce our effects on climate 
change. As a scientist, I understand that the science supporting anthropogenic 
contributions to climate change is ironclad. The disaster of Hurricane Sandy was just the 
latest horrific example of what is very likely to get worse and has the growing potential to 
undermine our economy, our quality of life, and our continental and global ecosystems. 
As a mother, I am terrified by the prospect of leaving my child an earth that will have 
very little to offer her if we continue on this senseless path. 
 
I know that you know that steps like regulating extant power plants, turning the tide on 
coal exportation, saying no to Keystone XL, establishing a carbon market, and moving 
towards clean, renewable energy sources are critical to combat climate change, and they 
are also the right thing to do for a strong, independent, efficient economy. The silver 
lining is that we can take these steps AND make our country stronger and more 
economically robust.  
 
As I know you are fond of saying, you cannot do this alone, you need all of us with you. 
The special interests that back the status quo of a fossil-fuel based economy are 
incredibly strong, so we, the rest of the American public- the farmers, the emergency 
responders, the public utility workers, the municipalities, the fishermen, and every other 
sector of America that will suffer incredibly under the vagaries of climate change- we 
must make our voices heard that our quality of life should not allowed to be sacrificed for 
the benefits of the very few.  Mr. President, I ask you to make this issue an enduring 
legacy of this administration of which you can be proud, and I promise I will stand with 
you and support these decisions. Thank you and God bless you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Deborah Rudnick 
Bainbridge Island, WA 
 


